CHAPTER XXI
POMPADOUR DABBLES IN POLITICS

Secret conference at Babiole about Austrian Alliance. Pompadour's
beauty fading, she desires fame in other directions. Women in that
century dabbling in politics. Frederick of Prussia slights Pompadour.
The marquise de Coislin plans to filch her political role. Antipathy
between Frederick and Louis. Vindication of the latter. Catholic alli-
ance against North. Empress Maria-Theresa flatters the marquise
through Kauni% her ambassador. Bernis9 upright principles as a dip-
lomat. Writing desk. Eccentricities and shrewdness ofKaunit^. French
armies sent to assist Austria. Intrigues to replace d'Estrdes by
Soubise. Morfil. Richelieu's treachery. Convention of Closter-Severn.
Defeat of Rosbach. Financial situation. Bernis tries to end war.
Pompadour's anger. Bernis made a cardinal and exiled. Replaced by
Choiseul. Silhouette. Character of Choiseul. Pacte de Famille. Pitt's
dismissal Peace of Paris. Louis9 statue unveiled. Jeers of prostitutes.

cThe marquise "carried touchiness about the respect due to her, to
the point of ridicule99' (BERNIS.)

'The comte de Saint-Germain said to Louis XV: "Sire, you saw
the fog a few days ago: one could not see four steps ahead'9 He did not
fear to add: "Kings (I am speaking generally) are surrounded by even
thicker fogs, which intriguers and unfaithful ministers create around
them: and everybody in every class agrees to make the King see things
under an aspect other than the true one." ' CASANOVA DE SEIN-

GALT.

On September 22nd, 175 5, after the sun had set behind
a dark bank of cloud, the marquise de Pompadour
slipped out of a French window on the ground floor
of Bellevue and walked in the gloaming to a little house called
Babiole (or Bauble) at the bottom of the garden. It was also
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